An extra 0.001-in. (0.025 mm) dial gage was used to measure dry-pack
opening due to vertical splitting.

All load cells, LVDT's and strain gages were connected to the Digital
Data Acquisition System (DDAS), A mini computer was interfaced with
DDAS system to obtain simultaneously a magnetic tape record and printout
of raw data. The dial gages were recorded manually.

C.4   Test Procedure

Test setup and loading arrangement are shown in Figs. 7 and 8 for interior
and exterior joints, respectively. A 1,000,000 Ib. (4448 kN) testing
machine was used to apply the vertical compressive force. Load was applied
through a 1-in. (25.4 mm) thick steel plate plastered to the top of the
upper wall panel. The specimen was centered below the loading head.

Specimens were loaded incrementally to destruction. The loading head of the
machine was locked by inserting wedges after two or three load stages.

Each specimen was loaded in about 25 increments. The size of increment was
reduced as the ultimate strength was approached.

After each load increment, measurements of all data were recorded. Cracks
were identified and marked on the specimen in the order of their formation.
Any other characteristics that occurred in the specimen after the Initiation
of the cracks were recorded also. The maximum load sustained was considered
as the strength of the joint.
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